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TAGS: PFOR, GB, TW 

SUB J : SINO-GABONESE RELATIONS 

REF: LIBREVILLE 270 (NOTAL) 

1. IN MOVE WHICH CAME AS NO SURPRISE LOCALLY, GOG 
ANNOUNCED OFFICIALLY MARCH 5 DE JURE RECOGNITION OF PRC 
AND SIMULTANEOUS BREAK WITH ROC (REFTEL). 

2. MEDIA COMMENTARY MARCH 6 STRESSED (A) ROC HAD "NOT 
KEPT ITS PROMISES ";(B) IMPORTANCE OF PRC INTERNATIONALLY; 

AND (C) PRESIDENT BONGO'S DESIRE "FREELY CHOOSE HIS 
FRIENDS" WITHIN POLICY FRAMEWORK OF "OPENNESS." 

3. CHINESE AMBASSADOR HUANG TOLD AMERICAN AMBASSADOR 

HE HAD BEEN SUMMONED TO FONOFF MORNING MARCH 5, AND INFORMED 
BY RAWIRI AND OKUMBA (OLD AND NEW MINISTERS OF STATE FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS WHO RECEIVED HIM JOINTLY) OF GOG DECISION. 
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4. NO TIME LIMIT WAS MENTIONED BUT HUANG TOLD HE WOULD 
BE RECEIVING NOTE FROM FONOFF WITH "DETAILS." THERE WAS 
NO DISCUSSION OF SUGAR FACTORY OR CHINESE AID AND HUANG 
MERELY TOLD MINISTERS HE REGRETTED DECISION, WOULD REPORT 
IT TO TAPIEI, AND LEAVE AS FRIEND OF GABON. 

5. UNLESS GOG NOTE REQUIRES EARLIER DEPARTURE, HUANG 
SAID HE WOULD PROBABLY LEAVE WITHIN TWO WEEKS AND ROC 

EMBASSY SECRETARIES AND AGRICULTURAL TEAM WOULD LEAVE WITHIN TWO 
MONTHS. 

MCKESSON 
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